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Excerpt from The Collected Writings of Thomas De Quincey
The present volume continues and concludes the series of De Quincey's papers brought together in
this edition of his writings as distinctively his essays in Literary Theory and Criticism.
In the first paper, entitled Schlosser's Literary History of the Eighteenth Century, we have, under the
guise of a very severe review of parts of a voluminous German historical work, once of considerable
notoriety among ourselves through an English translation, De Quincey's own impressions of a few of
the eighteenth - century chiefs of English Literary History. Swift, Addison, and Pope are selected for
general comment; after which there is a leap over a generation or more for a comparison of Fox and
Burke as English orators, and a reiteration of De Quincey's very decided views on the question of the
authorship of "Junius" and the character of Sir Philip Francis. In the next two papers, The Poetry of
Pope and Lord Carlisle on Pope, with their appended Postscripts, there is a return to Pope, for that
larger and more elaborate treatment which the subject deserved. The fact that we have two such
long critical papers on Pope from De Quincey's pen, in addition to the more strictly biographical
article on Pope which he contributed to the Encyclopædia Britannica, is worthy of attention. Pope, as
the sovereign of the English Poetical Literature of the Eighteenth Century, had obviously fascinated
De Quincey, as he still fascinates others on the same account. In De Quincey's case, however, it was,
to a great extent, a fascination of dissent and antagonism.
About the Publisher
Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com
This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the
state of such historical works.
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